Rural lowa Grow Your Own
School Psychologist Program

About the Program

The University of Northern lowa (UNI), in partnership with seven of lowa’s AEAs, is offering a collaborative
“grow your own” program that trains new school psychologists to increase access to mental health services
in high-need, rural lowa schools. Participants earn an Ed.S. in school psychology through UNI while
continuing to work full-time. Upon graduation, students commit to serving as AEA school psychologists in
rural areas, helping address critical local needs.

Two pathways are available:
e Bachelor’s track: For educators currently working in schools (teachers, paraprofessionals, etc.); Ed.S. in
4 years
* Master’s track: For professionals in education and related fields; Ed.S. in 3 years
e Two cohorts of ~12 students each
o Cohort 1 begins in June 2026, Cohort 2 begins in Summer 2027

Why It Matters

lowa faces a critical shortage of school psychologists. While NASP recommends 1 psychologist per 500
students, current ratios in lowa range from 1:1,657 to 1:7,857, limiting student access to mental health
supports.

Program Benefits

* Financial support: books provided each semester, travel costs covered for instructional sessions,
90% of tuition and fees covered through grants, internship licensure and national exam fees paid

e Part-time study while working full-time

¢ Strong professional engagement

Service Commitment

* Graduates commit to 3 years of service in their AEA after completion
* Early departure may require repayment of some program costs

Learn more!

* Jan. 26, 2026 | 3:30-4:30 PM, Zoom link, Passcode: 724638
e Jan. 27, 2026 | 4:00-5:00 PM, Zoom link, Passcode: 249336
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https://uni.zoom.us/j/96171750475?pwd=Z8WEuqzVRAMpExacb7beA9j01auqdQ.1&jst=2
https://uni.zoom.us/j/93179838615?pwd=t29BxgGGlYxaUVTlIaTTznh0GwbBAz.1&jst=2

Course of Study
Il'ablc 4. GYO Program Plan of Study (65* Total Credits) o _® .

Course Number Course Title ﬁ?:ri; Medlho Pa rt I c I pa t I ng A EAS
—___Summerl(Session1&2) : Contact your local AEA with any questions.

MEASRES 6281  Statistics & Measurement 3 Online

Risk & Resilience: Child, Family,
EDPSYCH 5232 School & Community 3 Online Centra| Rivers
S 1 (Fall)

EDPSYCH 6215 5

or 6214 Science of Learing 3 Online Karl Kurt, kkurt@centralrive .org

MEASRES 6205 d | R h 3 Online

Semester 2 (Spring)
2(1;112? sl Interdisciplinary Study of Disability 3 Online G rea t P rairie
UTEDSIO  Liemey e Ry o Nathan Wood, nathan.wood@gpaea.or
Summer 2 (Session 1 & 2)
EDPSYCH 6240  Introduction to School Psycholof 3 Online .
EDPSYCH 6280 :-tr h ':; !'(‘ o 3 Online Green Hills
3 (Fall) .
MEASRES g ACademie Assssment and . Tami Pauley, tpauley@ghaea.org
MEASRES 6270  Program Evaluation 3 Online
S 4 (Spring) G ra nt WOOd
MEASRES 6282 Individual 1 A 4 Hybrid .
3 Session 1 & 2) Katie Manske, kmanske@gwaea.org
SPED 6260 Special Education Law and Policy 3 Online
MEASRES 6284  Psych ial A (8 weeks) 4 Hybrid
Semester 5 (Fall) H ea rt I a n d
Eesvonon TSRO T 3 Online Kevin Fangman, kfangman@heartlandaea.org
EDPSYCH 6290 Practi 1 2 Online
§ (Spring) _ Northwest
EDPSYCH 6272 Systems Level Consultation 3 Online
EDPSYCH 6290 Practi v 3 Online i
o &3 Jerome Schaefer, jschaefer@nwaea.org
Early Childhood Assessment & i
MEASRES 6287 Intervention 3 Hybrid o o
EDPSYCH 6260 C ling Intervention in School 3 Online P ra I r I e La kes
oy pre——y ] Michelle Dowd, mdowd@plaea.org
Spring)
EDPSYCH 6291 Internship in Schl:)ol Psychology 6 Online

* Note. An additional 2 credits of practicum are required for the Ed.S.; these credits will be
substituted as “credit for prior learning™

Program 2026-2031

Bachelor’s Track

GROW YOUR OWN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM 2026-2031 (Enter w/BA)

Recruiting Years 1,2
YEAR 1 Admit Cohort 1 BA Summer 1 Cohort 1 BA Semester 1
A Admit Cohort 1 BA Sum 2; Cohort 2 Semester 1;
Cohort 1 Semester 1 Cohort 2 Sum 1 Cohort 1 Semester 3
YEAR3  Cohort2 2; Cohort 1§ 4 Cohort 2 Sum 2; Cohort 2 Sem 3; Cohort 1 Sem 5
Cohort 1 Sum 3
Cohort 2 Sem 4; Cohort 1 Sem 6 Cohort 2 Sum 3; Cohort 1 Internship (C1 Intern) Students
YEAR 4 Cohort 1 Sum 4 Cohort 2Sem 5 finish after
grant period
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JuL AUG SEP ocT NOV DEC

Master’s Track

GROW YOUR OWN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM 2023-2027 (Enter w/MA)

Recruiting Years 1,2
YEAR 1 Admit Cohort 1 Cohort 1 Summer 1 Cohort 1 Fall 1
Admit Cohort 2 Cohort 2 Sum 1; Cohort 1
2 Cohort 2 Fall 1; Cohort 1 Fall 2
Cohort 1 Spring 1
e . . ~ Cohort 2 Sum 2; Cohort 1 Cohort 2 Fall 2
Cohort 2 Spring 1; Cohort 1 Sgring 2 Sum 3 Cohort 1 Internship (C1_Intern)
YEAR4 Cohort2Spring 2 Cohort 2 Sum 3 Cohort 2 Internship (C2_Intern)
C1_Intern
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JuL AUG SEP ocT NOV DEC
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